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SACRAMENTO MAN INDICTED ON CHARGE HE TRAVELED 
ACROSS STATE LINES FOR SEX WITH MINOR 

SACRAMENTO--United States Attorney McGregor W. Scott announced today that a
federal grand jury returned a one-count indictment charging MICHAEL STEPHEN DAHL, 49,
of Sacramento, with traveling in interstate commerce for the purpose of engaging in unlawful
sexual conduct with a minor.

This case is the product of an  investigation by the Sacramento office of the FBI.

According to Assistant United States Attorney Laurel White, who is prosecuting the case,
the indictment alleges that between April 23rd and 25th of last year, DAHL traveled from
Sacramento to  Reno, Nevada  for the purpose of engaging in unlawful sex with a 14-year-old 
girl.  Allegations set forth in a criminal complaint filed earlier this month reveal that in early
2004,  DAHL made contact with the girl on a telephone chat service.  The 14-year-old  had
placed a personal ad on Qwest Telepersonal system because she wanted to find someone to talk
to.  Qwest Telepersonals allow users to place recorded voicemail ads that can be browsed by
others.   If a user finds an ad interesting, they can leave a message for the other party to return
the call.  If the other party is currently logged into the system, the requesting party can connect
directly with them through the Qwest system.  Ads are segregated by age groups, and the 14-
year-old  placed herself in the 18-20 category.  Qwest requires users to be at least 18 years old,
but the minor said  no attempt was made to verify her age.

The 14-year-old  made contact with DAHL through a direct link while she was checking
her other messages and the two began a telephone relationship that  extended over a period of
months.  Toward the end of April, 2004, DAHL called the girl to tell her he planned to drive
from Sacramento to the Reno area to meet her.  According to court documents, the 14-year-old 
alleges that DAHL picked her up one Sunday morning near her home and the two drove into the
foothills where DAHL forced the girl to engage in sexual intercourse.  When he was done, he
took the girl back to Reno and dropped her off near her home.

The criminal complaint alleges that at the time of the offense, DAHL was under



supervision by the United States Probation Office in the Eastern District of California.  DAHL’s
term of supervised release was imposed as part of his sentence for his conviction in July, 2000, 
in the Southern District of Texas, for travel with intent to engage in a sexual act with a juvenile.
   

If convicted, the maximum penalty under federal law for this offense is a 5-year
mandatory minimum to a 30-year maximum term of imprisonment, a $250,000 fine or both, a
$100 statutory assessment, and a possible life term of supervised release.

The charges are only allegations and the defendant is presumed innocent until and unless
proven guilty beyond a reasonable doubt. 
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